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Intent: 

The language curriculum at St Gregory’s, with Christ at the centre of living and learning, provides learners with a gateway to the world, enabling them to 
learn new ways of thinking, from communicating for practical purposes through to reading and appreciating the rich and diverse Culture in the language 
studied. 

A high-quality, learner focused experience will ignite and inspire a passion for lifelong language learning, giving our learners the skills to become global 
citizens in an increasingly competitive world.   

This is achieved through understanding how language works, increasing their grammatical knowledge and vocabulary equipping them with the ability to form 
and articulate their own opinions and ideas, with opportunities to gain first-hand, authentic experience through language trips abroad. 

Purpose: 

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, 
culture, and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the 
individual and society. The content is suitable for students who wish to progress to employment or to further study, including a modern languages degree. 

The specification has been designed to be studied over two years. The approach is a focus on how French-speaking society has been shaped socially and 
culturally and how it continues to change. In the first year, aspects of the social context are studied, together with aspects of the artistic life of French-
speaking countries. In the second-year further aspects of the social background are covered, this time focusing on matters associated with multiculturalism. 
Students also study aspects of the political landscape including the future of political life in the French world by focusing on young people and their political 
engagement. 
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YEAR 12 TERM Unit of work Assessment of work Catholic Social Teaching 

 1 Grammar transition pack 
• Nouns & adjectives agreement, key tenses, regular 

and irregular verbs, negatives 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

• La famille en voie de changement : Form and use 
the imperfec tense, perfect tense and recognise the 
historic past 

End of topic test 

Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

 

 

Dignity - Each one of us is 
unique and beautiful. We are 
called to treat every person and 
every creature with loving 
respect – different types of 
relationships; love is love; 
evolution of families 

 2 

 

 

3 

 

 

• La cyber-société: Understand and use infinitive 
contructions, object pronouns, form the present 
tense of regular and irregular verbs 
 

• Le rôle du bénévolat: Use connectives, use 
conditional and si sentences(imperfect+conditional), 
form and use the future tense 

 

 

 

Works – Literature  
Un Sac de Billes from Joseph Joffo: one chapter a 
fortnight independent reading  

 

End of topic test 

Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

 

 

 

Solidarity, Option for the 
Poor + Common Good – 
French charities such as Les 
Restos du Coeur, Emmaus; 
Abbé Pierre ; different types 
of volunteering; how we van 
help others and how we 
benefit from helping others 

 



St Gregory’s Catholic School           Curriculum Overview                                                                              Subject: French 
 

 4 Artistic culture in the French speaking world 

• Une culture fière de son patrimoine culturel: Use 
adjective agreements, comparatives and 
superlatives, use si sentences(present+future), use 
the subjunctive with expressions of doubt, 
uncertainty or necessity 

End of topic test 

Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

 

Common Good + Creation 
and Environment – 
reminding people we are all 
part of a local. Regional and 
national community; we are 
proud of our heritage – 
Preserving and protecting 
French heritage 

 5  

 

 

 

 

6 

La musique francophone contemporaine: 
Use question forms, use the subjunctive to suggest 
possibility with verbs of wishing and emotional 
reaction 

 
 

• Cinéma – le septième art: Use infinitive 
contructions, use si sentences(pluperfect+past 
conditional),  use connectives followed by the 
subjunctive 

 
 
 
 
End of topic test  
 
Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

Y12 PPE 

 

 6 
Works – Literature  

Un sac de billes from Joseph Joffo: study and analysis of 
a novel with the aim of writing a critical essay in the 
target language. 

 
Intensive practice of essay-writing skills. 
Action-planning and study skills for individual 
research project. 

 

 
Essay writing 

 

 
 
 
 

Peace  + Dignity – the 
importance of peaceful 
relationships; building 
understanding and relations – 
the impact of conflict on the  
Joffo brothers; building trust 
in  “les justes de France”;  no 
matter their religion all are 
equal in the eyes of God 

 



St Gregory’s Catholic School           Curriculum Overview                                                                              Subject: French 
 
 

Year 13 

YEAR 13 TERM Unit of work Assessment of work Catholic Social Teaching 

 1 Aspects of French-speaking society: current 
issues 

• Les aspects positifs d'une société 
diverse:  

Form and use the present tense, the 
future tense, the conditional 

• Individual research project 

Works – Film 

• La Haine, Matthiew Kassowitz: study 
and analysis of a film with the aim of 
writing a critical essay in the target 
language. 

 

End of topic test 

Topic Vocabulary tests 

 
December: 2mins presentation IRP  
 
 
Essay writing 
 
Y13 PPE 
 

Dignity – benefits of living in an 
ethnically diverse society, 
tolerance and respect 

 

 

 

Peace  + Dignity – the 
importance of peaceful 
relationships; building 
understanding and relations – 
the impact of conflict in society;  
no matter their religion or 
socio-economic background all 
are equal in the eyes of God 

 2/3 • Quelle vie pour les marginalisés? 

Grammar: form and use the imperfect 
tense, the perfect tense, the pluperfect 
tense 

 

 

 

End of topic test:  

Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

Solidarity, Common Good and 
Dignity - examine different 
groups who are socially 
marginalised, how to help 
them, consider contrasting 
attitudes to those marginalised 
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• Comment on traite les criminels 

use different tenses with si, use 
infinitive constructions 

 

Dignity – human dignity and 
justice 

 

 3/4 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking 
world 

• Les ados, le droit de vote et 
l'engagement politique 

Form and use the passive voice, use the 
subjunctive(further work), 

 

 

• Manifestations, grèves – à qui le 
pouvoir ? 

      understand and use subject, object and  
relative pronouns, demonstrative 
adjectives 

 

February: speaking mock 

Topic vocabulary tests 

Verb tests 

 

 

The Dignity of Work and 
Participation – arguments 
relating to right to vote; 
political engagement levels of 
young people 

The Dignity of Work and 
Participation – importance of 
unions; attitudes towards 
strikes, protests and political 
tensions 

 4/5 
• La politique et l’immigration 

Form and use compound tenses; 
choosing the right tense 

Form and use a combination of tenses, 
choose the right tenses 

 

May: speaking assessment  Solidarity – political issues and 
aspects of racism concerning 
immigration; viewpoints of 
political parties 

 5 
• Revision of the works: film and novel  

Consolidation of all grammar through: 
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• essay writing 

• speaking activities 

• translations 

• reading and listening activities 
 


